
 30 www.magician.org The Linking Ring

The Ring-A-Ding the Clown Show was 
not the only television experience the 
young Hickman gained. His grandfather 
introduced him to Austin “Ace” Gorham 
(an I.B.M. Past International President, 
1971-1972), who performed magic on the 
iconic Uncle Gus Show, which also origi-
nated from WMUR TV-9 in Manchester, 
New Hampshire. Eventually, Hickman 
would get his chance to fill in for Ace per-
forming magic on the show.

Hickman would perform little shows on 
occasion when he was eleven and twelve 
years old; but when he was older and was 
able to attend Ring 166 meetings, Hickman 
said he really blossomed as a performer. 
Through his study and participation at 
I.B.M. Ring meetings, Hickman says he 
learned not only effects but presentation 
techniques, as well. To return the favor, he 
has held every office for his Ring and has 
now been a member for more than forty 
years.

Hickman performed shows in high school 
and college, mostly for children. The paid 
performances helped him fund his classes 
at Keene (N.H.) State College, as did shows 
at school assemblies, fairs, and festivals. “I 
never gave it up,” Hickman said. While at 
college, he started working at the radio sta-
tion on campus, which eventually led to a 
career in radio broadcasting.

Diversification. Integration. Collaboration. 
Those three words might sound simi-

lar to an advertising slogan for a Fortune 
500 company, but they are descriptive of BJ 
Hickman’s approach to succeeding at the 
business of performing magic, and speaking 
publicly.

When one pokes into Hickman’s his-
tory, it begins like most magicians: His 
father showed him a trick with a string, and 
the magic bug bit. “I thought it was pretty 
neat,” Hickman said. “I went to the library, 
read every book, and learned everything I 
could.” When he worked his way through 
the library’s offerings, his father, Jaquett 
Hickman, introduced him to some magicians 
in the Manchester, New Hampshire, area. 

One of those magicians, I.B.M. member 
Dr. Dwight Damon, had a television show 
on Saturday mornings, the Ring-A-Ding 
the Clown Show. Damon let the younger 
Hickman tag along with him on show days. 
He would stop by the Hickman home, pick 
up the budding magician, and head to the 
studio for the live television show, which 
was broadcast in black-and-white. Hickman 
would help assemble the set in a studio 
shared by the news department and other 
shows, invite in a few kids waiting in the 
lobby to be the live studio audience, and 
help on the show “on camera” and behind 
the scenes working puppets.

By BOBBy WARREN

Magician of Many Talents
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For the next twenty years, Hickman 
worked in radio in Dover, New Hampshire. 
He started on-air, and then he moved into 
sales before being named General Sales 
Manager for two radio stations. In his for-
ties, he decided to make a leap of faith and 
become a full-time professional magician, 
which was more than twelve years ago. The 
goal was to change careers, while continu-
ing to increase his income. He met those 
objectives, but it took a lot of hard work, 
effort, and attention to marketing. 

“I often wondered, since I was young, 
could I make a living doing shows? I 
did not know many who were,” he said. 
Understandably, Hickman was a little 
apprehensive. He thought he might get 
burned out doing the same show over and 
over again. He was not sure how he would 
handle all of the traveling. “I haven’t looked 
back,” Hickman said.

So, how does he keep himself from get-
ting burned out? Simple: Diversification. 
“I branched out in enough directions, 
doing children shows, adult shows, and 
public speaking, so there’s enough vari-
ety that every day is different,” Hickman 
said. Additionally, he has produced several 
instructional videos and written a book, 
Magic Speaks Louder than Words,” and 
he conducts lectures for fellow magicians. 
Hickman’s book, which is more like a work-
book, complements his talks to pediatricians 
and other groups about how to interact with 
children and put them at ease. He has given 
this presentation to physicians, nurses, phy-
sician assistants, dentists, and others.

To make a go at being a pro, Hickman 
integrated all of his skills to present a 
well-rounded package to clients. He offers 
regular magic shows and specialty shows, 
ones geared toward promoting recycling, 

Magician of Many Talents

Left: Levitating a city hall 
employee in 1977.  Top Left: BJ 
on live television with Dwight 
Damon (Ring-A-Ding the 
Clown). Top Right: BJ Hickman, 
shown here in the 1960s, credits 
his local I.B.M. Ring with help-
ing him develop material and 
presentation skills.
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the presentations in the real world. So, I gave 
it a very enthusiastic review. Many of our big 
names in magic make videos which sell well 
to fellow magicians. When viewers try the 
stuff on colleagues in their local magic club, 
they find that it goes wonderfully well, but 
when they get to the paying customers they 
get one big yawn. Not the case for BJ’s pre-
sentation.”

McComb and several other magicians 
based on the West Coast were on a tour, 
which brought them to the Portsmouth (N.H.) 
Music Hall. The group got to town a day 
early, and McComb looked up Hickman, and 
they spent the day together. In the group were 
Jack Goldfinger and Peter Pit. At the end of 
the day, McComb and Pit went to Hickman’s 
home, and they talked about magic late into 
the night. Pit said he would try to help him 
out at the Magic Castle, and McComb later 
introduced Hickman to the one who sched-
uled lectures at the Castle.

When Hickman finally lectured there, 
McComb showed him around the legendary 
home of legerdemain. “I had lectured before, 
and I knew what I was talking about,” he 
said. However, he still found the experience 
to be intimidating.

Later, Hickman was invited to perform at 
the Castle, and he wondered what he would 
bring out there that audiences hadn’t seen 
before that would still wow magicians. This 
is where Hickman became collaborative. 
To prepare for his debut performance at the 
Magic Castle, Hickman scheduled a series of 
free shows. He sent out press releases invit-
ing people to the free shows, but with one 

A job as a radio station DJ led to a twenty-year 
position in advertising sales. 1982 photo.
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reading, teaching conflict resolution, and 
motivation.

The first Hickman lecture was for a 
group of Montreal magicians, and it was a 
memorable experience, he said. Half of the 
audience spoke French only, and they had 
an interpreter. So, Hickman had to find a 
rhythm to his presentation, making sure to 
pause after every paragraph so the French 
side could catch up through the interpreter. 
The English-speaking group would laugh 
at his material, and a few beats later, the 
French side would laugh, too. “My wife 
was in the audience,” he said, “and was 
impressed enough at the proceedings to give 
me the encouragement to keep lecturing.”

About twelve years ago, Hickman was 
scheduled for his first lecture at the famed 
Magic Castle in Hollywood, California. In 
a roundabout way, the gig came through 
a magic video tape he produced. The late 
Billy McComb was reviewing videos for 
Genii magazine, and something stood out 
about the video. “He reviewed the video-
tape, and he had some nice things to say,” 
Hickman said.

McComb would later write the foreword 
to Hickman’s book. In it, McComb stated: 
“In my [mind], everything on the video 
was sensible, absolutely correct, and all the 
advice given showed that he’d gained his 
experience by actually going out and doing 

Working fairs, festivals, and school assemblies, the 
BJ Hickman Show covers several New England 
states. 1990 photo
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first grandchild, Lily. Son Daniel is in law 
enforcement in New Hampshire.

Last year, BJ Hickman’s love for magic 
and background in advertising earned him 
the position of the enthusiastic Advertising 
Manager for the International Brotherhood 
of Magicians, including The Linking Ring, 
I.B.M. Web Portal (www.magician.org), 
and Convention Program. His goals are to 
increase ad revenue for the I.B.M, create 
new advertising opportunities, and incor-
porate new technology to streamline billing 
and communication with advertisers. 

Executive Editor Samuel Patrick Smith 
says Hickman has already demonstrated 
that he is more than equal to the task. “BJ is 
first-class in every respect. He’s done a ter-
rific job as Advertising Manager, and he is 
a pleasure to work with. Advertisers appre-
ciate not only his professionalism but his 
sense of humor and creativity.”

you can see BJ Hickman in person this 
summer at the I.B.M. Convention in San 
Diego, where he will be meeting and visiting 
with advertisers and potential advertisers. 

Hickman lectured last year at the I.B.M. 
Convention and returns this year where he will 
be meeting and visiting with advertisers and 
potential advertisers. His new lecture, "50 ideas 
in 50 Minutes," debuts at the KIDabra conven-
tion later this summer.

requirement: Each attendee had to fill out a 
survey and rate the show. Hickman wanted 
feedback (and got quite a bit of publicity 
on the home front during the process). He 
introduced some new routines, material he 
believed would be a hit out West. However, 
he discovered that the crowds responded 
most favorably to the effects he had been 
performing for years. Other magicians gave 
him the advice not to do anything new. 
Instead, he should perform his show as if 
he were in front of a lay audience. Success! 
He’s been invited back to the Castle once or 
twice a year for the last dozen years.

However, most of his work is in the East. 
It is not uncommon for Hickman to have 
shows in New Hampshire, Maine, and 
Massachusetts on the same day. His longest 
running gig is for an event organized by his 
local Chamber of Commerce. This summer 
will be his thirty-sixth consecutive year per-
forming at the event. 

His wife of thirty years, Donna, is a 
Registered Nurse and manager of a busy 
surgical ward at a hospital in the city of 
Dover, New Hampshire where they brought 
up their two children. Daughter Jennifer, 
who was featured in BJ’s first video when 
she was seven, works in advertising and 
lives in the Denver area. She and husband 
Fran are responsible for BJ and Donna’s 

 June 2010 www.magician.org 33

BY CHARLES McMAHON
Democrat Staff Writer

KITTERY, Maine — An unidentified 17-year-
old boy accused of writing a threatening mes-
sage on a boy’s bathroom stall at Traip Acade-
my on Thursday has been arrested and charged
with a Class C felony count of terrorizing.

Under state law pertaining to juveniles the
identity of the teen could not be released and
his court proceedings will remain confidential,
according to Chief Edward Strong.

Strong said the message written in the
school’s first-floor bathroom indicated there was
a bomb in the building. He added the message
contained a specific time the bomb was sup-
posed to detonate.

Students were evacuated by bus to the Shap-
leigh School gymnasium until the end of the
school day. After emergency officials searched
the school and determined there was no threat,
the students were allowed to return to school
property to gather their belongings and vehi-
cles.

The ordeal lasted nearly four hours because
officials chose to wait until the time that was
cited in the message to determine whether the
threat was legitimate.

Through an investigation by Detective Ron
Avery and School Resource Officer Robert
Creamer, the suspect was identified in part
through handwriting analysis, said Strong. The

Teen charged in
Traip bomb threat

By AARON SANBORN
Democrat Staff Writer

DURHAM — Just because you don’t
get the bill doesn’t mean you don’t have
to pay it.

Town Administrator Todd Selig is is-
suing this reminder after a majority of
the town’s property tax bills went miss-

ing in the mail earlier in the week. The
bills were taken to the Durham Post Of-
fice last Friday, Nov. 10, and were ex-
pected to start arriving in the mail the
next day.

“Typically they get delivered the next
day, at least that’s the intent,” said Selig.

But as the next few days passed, no
one received a bill and concerned resi-

dents started phoning town offices,
wanting to know where their bill was
and if the deadline for payment, Dec.
10, would be extended.

On Thursday, Selig received his bill
along with a few other town officials.
However, a majority of the bills were
still missing.

“We had a small number who did get

the bill in the mail and their last names
all seem to start with ‘S’,” said Town
Clerk/Tax Collector Lorrie Pitt.

As of early Friday afternoon, only
two people had been in the town office
to pay their bills and both of their last
names started with ‘S,’ according to
Pitt.

Taxes due even without bills

By LESLIE MODICA
Democrat Staff Writer

DOVER — Standing outside in 35
degree weather with a chance of
snow seldom sounds appealing, un-
less you are invited to work the
chains at a Patriots game.

Dover attorney Dave Bamford is
happy to brave the weather for what
is arguably the best seat in the
house during Sunday night’s Patri-
ots and Bills game in Buffalo, N.Y.,
where Bamford and his brother,
Steve, will become unofficial mem-
bers of the officiating crew for a
night.

“We’re both really big Patriots
and NFL fans,” Bamford said. “Just
to be down there doing it will be

something completely new. It’s one
of those experiences that won’t hap-
pen again.”

The rare opportunity arose when
his brother, a former commission-
er for the Eastern College Athletic
Conference in Centerville, Mass., re-
ceived a call from Jim Huetter, who
supervises officiating for the NFL
in Buffalo. Huetter offered the broth-
ers a chance to be a part of the chain
gang for a night.

The perks didn’t end with the ini-
tial offer, either. In addition to get-
ting a paid trip to the game and a lit-
tle extra for their efforts, the broth-
ers are also being set up with every-
thing a normal member of the crew
would have for a game.

“It’s kind of amazing the stuff

they’ve sent us,” Bamford said.
“They are giving us all the gear and
uniforms, too. It’s incredible.”

In addition to the standard uni-
forms, which are waiting for them
in Buffalo, the brothers have already
been sent a Buffalo Bills parka to
protect them from what is expected
to be classic Buffalo football weath-
er.

Despite the excitement of the
game, Bamford said he and his
brother have to take the job serious-
ly.

“It’s fun before the game and dur-
ing half-time, but during the game
you have to pay attention,” Bamford
said. “You’ve got to do a job, and you
can’t have any favoritism.”

Brothers to serve on ‘chain gang’ for Pats game Sunday night

By REBECCA HAMM
Democrat Staff Writer

DOVER — School Board members are taking
a wait-and-see approach toward the impact the
new tax cap will have on future budgets and pro-
grams.

Voters approved a charter amendment, com-
monly referred to as the tax cap, on Nov. 6.

When put into use
for the fiscal budget of
2009, the tax cap will
not directly limit tax
rate increases, rather
it affects the amount a
budget may rise from
the previous year.

A major concern for
many in the district is
whether the tax cap
will affect the academ-
ic progress made by
the schools after they
were identified as a
District In Need of Im-
provement for low
math scores on state assessments in 2005. The dis-
trict hired a math team that worked with teach-
ers to create and implement curriculum changes,
tutoring programs and other ways to increase
math competency in all grades for two years.

“I think we’re going to have to wait and see,”

School Board
ponders tax
cap effect on
future budgets

By AARON SANBORN
Democrat Staff Writer

DOVER — Quitting smoking cold
turkey while eating a cold turkey sand-
wich.

This was an option available to interest-
ed parties who attended the first Quit
Smoking Fair at Wentworth-Douglass Hos-
pital Thursday.

Also available was the chance to get a
variety of educational information and
participate in activities, all trying to in-
form those interested in kicking the habit
about the benefits of doing so.

“We wanted to create an atmosphere of
one-stop shopping, so those interested in
quitting could go around to each table and
get the information they need,” said Vic-
ki Hebert of Dover Coalition for Youth,
who put on the event with the hospital in
conjunction with the American Cancer
Society’s Great American Smokeout.

Information and education are critical
to the quitting process, especially since
most people fail during their initial at-
tempts, according to Hebert.

“It’s hard; it takes the average smoker
at least seven attempts to quit smoking,”
she said.

Tammy Winget of Rochester stumbled
upon the fair while at the hospital and be-
gan collecting information on how to go
about her third attempt to quit. She quit
for six and eight months, respectively, dur-
ing her first two tries. She began smoking

A free turkey for
going cold turkey

DOVER — B.J. Hickman, a local
and nationally known magician, has
a new take on Foster’s Daily Democ-
rat’s conversion from an afternoon
to a morning newspaper. He believes
he can predict, a week in advance of
the Nov. 26 conversion date, major
front page headlines that will appear
in Foster’s on that date.

Executive Editor Rod Doherty said
he is skeptical of Hickman’s head-
line prediction ability and added,
“the editorial staff will do everything
they can to ensure Hickman is not ac-
curate with his headline predic-
tions.” The magician said the head-
lines he predicts will be about break-
ing news stories and will not be re-
lated to the conversion itself, all to
ensure the validity of his predictive
powers.

This Monday morning, just after
8:30 a.m., Hickman on live radio
broadcasts on WTSN (1270 AM) and
98.7 THE BAY will seal in an envelope
his predicted headlines he claims will
be in Foster’s a week later, on Nov. 26.
The sealed envelope will then be
mailed to Kathleen Murphy, execu-
tive vice president of Laconia Sav-
ings Bank, who will place the enve-
lope in the Dover branch vault.

On the 26th, Murphy will bring the
envelope to the radio stations for an
8:30 a.m. broadcast where she will un-
seal the envelope and disclose the pre-
dicted headlines, which will then be
compared to the headlines on Fos-
ter’s historic morning edition. Wit-
nesses will watch the envelope being
mailed Monday to obtain an official
postmark with the Nov. 19 date.

Hickman refers to this as an exer-
cise in mentalism and mind reading,
something he often includes in his
magic shows around the country. He
is perhaps best known locally for his
many performances before educa-
tional assemblies, corporate enter-
tainment and family shows at festi-
vals and special events.

Nationally he performs at venues
that include Hollywood’s Magic Cas-
tle and in other locales. Also a profes-
sional speaker, he addresses groups
of health care professionals and oth-
ers who work with children on a pro-
gram based on his book, “Magic
Speaks Louder Than Words.”

Hickman is a former broadcaster
locally with WTSN. Rick Bean, gen-
eral manager of the two radio sta-
tions, said the stations have made “all
possible precautions to ensure there
are no insiders” to assist the success

Local magician
will attempt to
foretell morning’s
headlines Nov. 26
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BY CHARLES McMAHON
Democrat Staff Writer

KITTERY, Maine — An unidentified 17-year-
old boy accused of writing a threatening mes-
sage on a boy’s bathroom stall at Traip Acade-
my on Thursday has been arrested and charged
with a Class C felony count of terrorizing.

Under state law pertaining to juveniles the
identity of the teen could not be released and
his court proceedings will remain confidential,
according to Chief Edward Strong.

Strong said the message written in the
school’s first-floor bathroom indicated there was
a bomb in the building. He added the message
contained a specific time the bomb was sup-
posed to detonate.

Students were evacuated by bus to the Shap-
leigh School gymnasium until the end of the
school day. After emergency officials searched
the school and determined there was no threat,
the students were allowed to return to school
property to gather their belongings and vehi-
cles.

The ordeal lasted nearly four hours because
officials chose to wait until the time that was
cited in the message to determine whether the
threat was legitimate.

Through an investigation by Detective Ron
Avery and School Resource Officer Robert
Creamer, the suspect was identified in part
through handwriting analysis, said Strong. The

Teen charged in
Traip bomb threat
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to pay it.
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suing this reminder after a majority of
the town’s property tax bills went miss-

ing in the mail earlier in the week. The
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wanting to know where their bill was
and if the deadline for payment, Dec.
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along with a few other town officials.
However, a majority of the bills were
still missing.

“We had a small number who did get

the bill in the mail and their last names
all seem to start with ‘S’,” said Town
Clerk/Tax Collector Lorrie Pitt.

As of early Friday afternoon, only
two people had been in the town office
to pay their bills and both of their last
names started with ‘S,’ according to
Pitt.
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gang for a night.
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ers are also being set up with every-
thing a normal member of the crew
would have for a game.

“It’s kind of amazing the stuff
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“They are giving us all the gear and
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In addition to the standard uni-
forms, which are waiting for them
in Buffalo, the brothers have already
been sent a Buffalo Bills parka to
protect them from what is expected
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Despite the excitement of the
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one-stop shopping, so those interested in
quitting could go around to each table and
get the information they need,” said Vic-
ki Hebert of Dover Coalition for Youth,
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lines he predicts will be about break-
ing news stories and will not be re-
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ensure the validity of his predictive
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The sealed envelope will then be
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8:30 a.m. broadcast where she will un-
seal the envelope and disclose the pre-
dicted headlines, which will then be
compared to the headlines on Fos-
ter’s historic morning edition. Wit-
nesses will watch the envelope being
mailed Monday to obtain an official
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is perhaps best known locally for his
many performances before educa-
tional assemblies, corporate enter-
tainment and family shows at festi-
vals and special events.

Nationally he performs at venues
that include Hollywood’s Magic Cas-
tle and in other locales. Also a profes-
sional speaker, he addresses groups
of health care professionals and oth-
ers who work with children on a pro-
gram based on his book, “Magic
Speaks Louder Than Words.”

Hickman is a former broadcaster
locally with WTSN. Rick Bean, gen-
eral manager of the two radio sta-
tions, said the stations have made “all
possible precautions to ensure there
are no insiders” to assist the success

Local magician
will attempt to
foretell morning’s
headlines Nov. 26
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B.J. HICKMAN
Magician

John Huff/Staff photographer 

ASHLEE ABER of the Dover Coalition for Youth uses a software program during a smoking cessation fair at
Wentworth-Douglass Hospital in Dover Thursday to show how she’d look in 20 years if she was a smoker.

Hospital hosts smoking cessation fair

LOCAL
ATTORNEY
Dave Bamford,
who will be
traveling to
Buffalo this
weekend to do
the chains for
the Pats/Bills
game, wears his
parka at his
Dover home
Thursday.

John Huff/Staff
photographer

IN DURHAM

IN DOVER

Donations list

‘I think the
school board has
been very frugal
to try and get a
quality education
without 
overspending.’

—DOROTHEA HOOPER
School board member

John Huff/Staff photographer 

A MODEL OF SMOKER’S teeth tries to show the effect smoking
has on the body during a smoking cessation fair at Wentworth-
Douglass Hospital Thursday.COLD TURKEY, PAGE A4
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By ADAM D. KRAUSSDemocrat Staff WriterROCHESTER — Eco-Line, the Univer-

sity of New Hampshire’s $45 million

project to pipe processed methane gas

from Waste Management’s landfill to the

Durham campus, is about 80 percent

complete, a UNH official said recently.
Paul Chamberlin, assistant vice pres-

ident for energy and campus develop-

ment, said the 12.7-mile methane gas

pipeline and an associated processing

plant will begin providing energy by the

2008-2009 winter season.UNH has said the gas transfer will

lower its electrical and heating costs

across campus. The university’s energy

costs have doubled in the last five years.
The processed gas will replace com-

mercial natural gas to power the univer-

sity’s co-generation plant and 85 percent

of the university. Methane, a greenhouse

gas created from decomposing trash, is

one half of what makes up landfill gas.
UNH still has to build the gas process-

ing plant at Waste Management, locat-

ed on Rochester Neck Road. The plant,

itself to be powered by processed

methane, is still in the design phase and

will be initially performing below max-

imum capacity, Chamberlin said.
Work on the pipeline is wrapping up

along the southbound side of the Spauld-

ing Turnpike in Rochester, with the bulk

of the remaining work to be done along

the Pan Am Railway bed in Durham and

Madbury, Chamberlin said.
UNH is also planning to overlay roads

that had to be dug up for the pipeline, he

said.
The first university in the nation to

undertake such a project, UNH plans on

tapping into the landfill gas for at least

20 years, Chamberlin said.

Whether the university can depend

on the gas in subsequent years will de-

pend on what happens with the landfill,

which has a permit to operate through

2020, he said.Waste Management now sends about

40 percent of its gas to two power plants,

Pipeline to savings
$45 million methane gas project  for UNH is about 80 percent complete

John Huff/Staff photographer

CONSTRUCTION CONTINUES on the University of New Hampshire Waste Management methane gas pipeline project along

the Spaulding Turnpike.

NEWMARKET AUDIT

By GRETYL MACALASTERDemocrat Staff WriterNEWMARKET — Al Dixon’s de-
parture as town administrator here
in September marked at least the
fourth time he has left such a position
under a cloud ofcontroversy.News articlesfrom papers inthe Littleton,Farmington,Maine and FortFairfield, Maineregions docu-ment a history ofquestionable fi-nancial practices,including issuesinvolving creditcard purchasesand largeamounts of ac-crued earnedtime being con-verted into cashupon his departures.A forensic audit recently complet-

ed by Graham & Graham, an audit-
ing firm out of Springfield, Vt., out-
lined a host of problems with New-
market town finances during fiscal
year 2006.Allegations include a six-week per-

Dixon hadproblemsat three
past jobs

AL DIXON
Former
Newmarket TownAdministrator 

By GRETYL MACALASTERDemocrat Staff WriterNEWMARKET — Tonight’s pres-
entation on the recent forensic audit
report findings is expected to draw a
large number of residents to the Town
Hall auditoriumat 7 p.m.

The recentfindings havemany in townwondering whyit took so longfor budget andaccounting in-accuracies tocome to lightand what is go-ing to be done torecoup costsand ensure itdoesn’t happen again.Jeff Graham of Graham & Gra-
ham, the Springfield, Vt. firm hired
to conduct the audit, will make a pres-
entation on the findings. Residents are
asked to submit written questions to
the Town Council to avoid duplication
and to better manage the meeting,

Public willget chanceto speak onaudit tonight

MEETINGON AUDITNewmarket’sforensic auditwill be presented at 7 p.m. tonightat Town Hall.

By AMIE PLUMMERDemocrat Staff WriterCONCORD — Since its construction

in 1758 the first N.H. Statehouse has seen

its share of history. In 1765 protests

against the Stamp Act were held there,

just two years later Gov. John Went-

worth was inaugurated in that building,

in 1783 peace with Great Britain was de-

clared at the Statehouse and when Pres-

ident George Washington came to

Portsmouth, he made a speech from the

building’s balcony.For that past 17 years though, the for-

mer Statehouse has been disassembled

in the back of a large trailer, waiting to

be opened. Recently state historians had

decided the trailer should be opened and

its contents be examined.Under the National Historic Preser-

vation Act of 1966 the state has tried to

figure out what to do with the old state-

house. The building originally stood in

downtown Portsmouth, but in 1836 was

sold to a private citizen who stripped the

inside and used most of the building for

other purposes, leaving only about one

third of the original building.
The Founders of Strawberry Banke,

Inc., a historical preservation project ac-

quired the building but quickly found

they had no room, or need for it.
In 1990 the building was disassembled,

packed into a purchased second-hand

40-foot trailer and brought to Concord.

First N.H.Statehouseto get secondchance

By AARON SANBORNDemocrat Staff WriterDOVER — The city’s tax contribution to the

county has doubled in the last five years, a

trend county officials say is caused by sever-

al outside sources.This year’s county tax rate accounted for

$2.07 of the city’s tax rate of $19.63 per $1,000

of assessed valuation. That county tax was

an increase of one cent, or five percent from

last year’s figure of $2.06. In the last nine years

the tax rate has dropped five times but began

rising significantly in 2006 when the rate

jumped from $1.76 to $2.13 before decreasing

again in 2007 to $2.06.During this period, the city’s contribution

to the county has fluctuated between $3 mil-

lion and $4 million, with the sharpest increase

coming between 2003 and 2004, when the to-

tal jumped from $4,175,723 to $5,109,004.
The city’s contribution to the county in 2007

was $5,750,204 and the proposed contribution

for 2008 is $6,035,072.

There are several reasons for these increas-

es, many of which the county can’t control,

according to County Commission Chairman

George Maglaras.“The gross dollar expenditure is greatly af-

fected by medical inflation; programs we have

no control over,” he said.There have been similar increases in the

school and city portions of the budget since

2000.
Fifty-three percent of what the county

spends comes from state assistance programs,

such as Medicaid, Maglaras said.
“In the state of New Hampshire, if you’re

sick and can’t take care of yourself, regard-

less of age, and you meet certain financial

and medical requirements, you are entitled

to Medicaid,” Maglaras said.
On average there are between 350-400 peo-

ple at the Riverside Rest Home receiving Med-

icaid and about another 400 at-home patients

receiving some sort of service from the coun-

ty, Maglaras said. The county is responsible

Dover’s contribution to thecounty has doubled in 5 years

Foster’s Daily Democrat is publishing a donations list through

the holiday season to help area charitable organizations serve

the less fortunate. The list gives organizations the opportunity

to request food, toys and other items for the needy during the hol-

idays. Assistance this year is going to be critical for many area

families. The listing will run periodically

throughout the holiday season.
We encourage organizations to send us

their requests for donations. A member of

the organization should fill out the accom-

panying coupon and attach it to a simple list

of needs and expiration date for the entry.

DOVER — The Dover Fire Toy Bank is in

need of new and unwrapped items as fol-

lows: Toys, games, hats, mittens, books,

sports equipment, such as basketballs, base-

ball gloves, puzzles, radios, sleds, watches

and gift cards to local businesses for ages in-

fant to 15 years old.Drop off locations are at either Dover fire

station at 9-11 Broadway or 25 Durham Road, or call David

McLean, Dale Spainhower, Beth Thomas or John Cunningham

at 743-6153. Checks can be made to “ Dover Fire Toy Bank” c/o

Dover Fire Dept., Municipal Building, 288 Central Ave., Dover,

NH 03820.Dover Police Christmas Baskets will be distributed to Dover res-

idents. Items needed are canned goods, non-perishable items and

Help needy this season

See coupon,
Page A4

Foster’s headline prediction

HELP, PAGE A4

DOUBLED, PAGE A4

Mike Ross/Chief photographer 

Magician B.J. Hickman, center, is intensifying the excitement over Foster's Daily Democrat's conversion from an afternoon

newspaper to a morning newspaper by predicting the front page headlines of the inaugural edition on Monday,Nov.26. Patrice

Foster, vice president of administration, right, explained the philosophy behind the newspaper's decision to convert to a

morning paper, while Kathleen Murphy, senior vice president of Laconia Savings, left, said her role is to keep the predictions,

mailed to her in an Nov. 19 postmarked envelope, securely tucked away in the Dover branch vault. For story and more photos,

see Page A3.
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By AARON SANBORN

asanborn@fosters.com

DOVER — A need for cam-

paign exposure and lagging fi-

nances are the two reasons why

prosecutors believe former con-

gressional candidate Gary Dodds

allegedly faked his disappear-

ance following a car crash last

year.
In a motion filed at Strafford

County Superior Court last week,

prosecutors seek to introduce ev-

idence that Dodds had taken out

two mortgages on property with-

out the approval of his wife, Cyn-

thia, to fund his campaign and

that his campaign had received

letters from the Federal Election

Commission indicating they

were contemplating instigating

an audit into discrepancies in

campaign finance reports.

“It would be argued that Mr.

Dodds fabricated the story he told

police and falsified his physical

appearance in an attempt to gain

publicity to help propel his cam-

paign for the United States Con-

gress,” the motion reads. “The

state would argue that Mr. Dodds

believed the publicity garnered

from this accident would in-

crease the visibility of his cam-

paign, allowing him to pay back

the mortgages, avoid further FEC

investigation, and right a cam-

paign that was lagging.”

Dodds, 43, of 300 Sagamore

Road, faces a felony charge of fal-

sifying physical evidence and two

misdemeanors stemming from

his April 5, 2006, car accident on

the Spaulding Turnpike. When

rescuers arrived on scene, Dodds’

vehicle was unoccupied and he

was nowhere to be found.

Twenty-seven hours later,

Dodds was found on the other

Dodds theory unfolds

Craig Osborne/Democrat photo 

TWELVE-YEAR-OLD Nicholas, his sister Hannah, 7, and their dog,Abby, are living with their grandparents Gail and Larry Aiello of Eliot,

Maine, while the children’s parents are serving in Iraq.

DOVER

ELIOT, MAINE

KITTERY, MAINE

DOVER

By JASON CLAFFEY

jclaffey@fosters.com

ELIOT, Maine — It’s the little things that

Nicholas and Hannah Rose Aiello miss

about their parents, both of whom are cur-

rently serving in Iraq.

For Nicholas, 12, it’s playing chess against

his father.
“Dad would mostly win,” said Nicholas.

“I’m learning how to play so I can beat him

when he gets home.”

For Hannah Rose, 7, it’s her mom’s cook-

ing — all those delicious cupcakes, brown-

ies, chocolate chip cookies and carrot cakes.

She said she can’t wait to bake a cake with

her mom when she gets back.

Their parents, Lawrence and Kimberlee,

have always known a time might come

when they would have to leave their chil-

dren behind. They’ve been in the military

for 16 years — they met when they were

ROTC students at college in Boston, fell in

love and both Nicholas and Hannah Rose

were born on military bases. Lawrence and

Kimberlee knew the stakes that came with

raising children while on active duty, knew

that they would have to make sacrifices, and

they were prepared, according to Gail and

Larry Aiello, Lawrence’s parents. So if the

moment ever came that they would have to

deploy at the same time, they arranged for

their children to stay at their grandparents’

home in Eliot, Maine.

That moment came earlier this spring.

On March 1, Kimberlee, a member of the

32nd Multi-Functional Hospital Adminis-

tration Battalion, deployed to northern Iraq.

Three months later, Lawrence left for the

southwestern part of the country as part of

the 82nd Airborne Division.

And so Gail drove down to Fort Bragg,

N.C., picked up Nicholas, Hannah Rose, the

children’s au pair, Marileia Neunes, their

dog, Abby, and drove back to Maine.

“It doesn’t happen very often … We’re a

military family and this is the way it is,”

Missing the little things
‘The hardest part, as

grandparents, is being

the disciplinarians.’

GAIL AIELLO

Grandmother

By NICK GOSLING

ngosling@fosters.com

KITTERY, Maine — Wind pow-

er could soon be an in-town real-

ity thanks to a $50,000 state grant

to build one near the solid waste

plant.
On Monday, town councilors

voted to schedule a Dec. 10 public

hearing on whether to approve

$50,000 in matching town money

for the project.
The Maine Public Utilities

Commission notified town offi-

cials of their grant earlier this

month, but actual construction is

still a ways off.
“There’s still a lot of work

ahead,” Town Manager Jon

Carter said Monday. “We’re ask-

ing the council to set a public

hearing with the understanding

that we’re moving as quickly as

possible.”
With the grant money in hand

and matching funds pending, the

town has begun seeking propos-

als for a 50 to 100 kilowatt wind

turbine that would be built near

the solid waste plant on Macken-

Wind
turbine
in works

By JASON CLAFFEY

jclaffey@fosters.com

DOVER — The term “Black

Friday” is well-embedded in the

holiday shopping lexicon.

But “Cyber Monday”?

“This is the first time I’ve heard

it called anything,” said Milton

resident Molly McHale.

While Black Friday describes

the rush of consumers who his-

torically flood retail stores the

Friday after Thanksgiving, Cyber

Monday is used to denote the

Monday after Thanksgiving,

‘Cyber Monday’

is the online
side of holiday
shopping

By REBECCA HAMM

rhamm@fosters.com

DOVER — Sleight-of-hand artist BJ

Hickman passed magical muster Mon-

day in predicting the front page head-

lines of Foster’s Daily Democrat debut

morning newspaper.

The nationally renown prestidigitator

from Dover had his forecasts announced

live on 1270 AM WTSN and 98.7 FM, The

Bay to help Foster’s celebrate its transi-

tion to morning delivery. After 135 years

as an afternoon paper, Foster’s is now

distributed in the morning. The news-

paper collaborated with the radio station

on several promotions in the Seacoast

area — including the well-publicized

headline predictions.

“We got the morning paper out. It was

a challenge to get the paper out without

a glitch,” said Patrice Foster, the news-

paper’s vice president of administration

who was on-air Monday morning. “It

was executed beautifully,” she said on

the air, complimenting Foster’s employ-

ees’ hard work.
“There’s a little magic in the air,”

WTSN News Director Paul LaBlanc told

the listening audience as Laconia Sav-

ings Bank Senior Vice President Kath-

leen Murphy sliced open the sealed en-

velope containing the predictions with

a razor.
Sporting a tie of white rabbits sur-

rounding a magic hat, Hickman said he

Presto digito — Magician

guesses Foster’s headlines

Mike Ross/Chief photographer

NATIONALLY RENOWNED MAGICIAN B.J. Hickman pumps his fists in triumph after he

successfully predicted a week ago several of the headlines that appeared Monday on the

front page of Foster’s Daily Democrat’s inaugural morning edition.Astonished by his

success, in the background, is Foster’s Daily Democrat Vice President of Administration

Patrice Foster.

DOVER

Prosecutors allege he sought attention for campaign
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